A FIRST YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE
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By HON. DUNCAN U. FLETCHER,

Florida's Junior United States Senator, who has Just Finished His First Year in that Body.

SENATOR DUNCAN U. FLETCHER

done is takem dowm precisely and
goes into the printed Record and
nothing goes in but what actoally
oceurred. No speech, for instance,

ig delivered in the Senate but what
is printed as delivered (unless it be
in Executive Session) and mo speech
pot actually delivered is printed In
the Senate Record. The new Sena-
tor must familiarise himself with
the Rules. In the meantime he se
Jects his offices ju the Senate office
building (from the number not oc-
cupled) and sees the chairman of
the caucus, known as the leader in
bis party, and secures the best com-
mittee assignments he can get.
Not Expected to Talk.

The dominant party will be found
to have all the important chairman-
ships and a large majority on every
committee. He is not expected to
take part In debate or o do much
else but learn. If he is wise, he will
acquiesce in thiz usage. He finds
there is much to learn, sufficient to
occupy his time, and that, In fact,
thers is a tremendous amount of
work to do, without reference to
preparation for participation in dis-
cusgion on the floor. His commit-
teas get to work and he will soon
find various questions to investigate
and subjects to consider of national
importance and no objection Dby
others to his going into them fully.
His first impression on looking in on
Congress, vigiting the Departments.
the public buildings and pgetting
glimpsg ¢f what it all means, is that
this is truly a great and growing
country, that vast interests are in
the rare of the government, the hap-
piness and welfare of ninety million
people are at stake; that respomsi-
bilities almost overwhelming rest up-

on conscientious officials from the
chief executive down.

His correspondence occuples much
of his time. Matters [n his state eom-
mand his first attention and necess!-
tate frequent visits to the Depart-
ments. Very soon he will have to
call on the President and every cabi-
net officer in respect to some pub-

| Hc business arising from time to

time in his own State. This includes
sending out thousands of bulletins,
documents, packages of seed and re-
ports, attending to postoffice and pos-
tal route matters, public buildings.
river and harbor improvements.
pensions, forest reservation affairs,
fisheries, soil and topographical sur-
veys and numerous other things of
a local nature. His duties In-
crease. His committees begin to
report and he may be under the obli-
gation of sustaining or objecting to
the report in open debate om the
floor. This disturbs him, but he must
not shrink from his duty. He be-
gins to feel his responsibility keenly.
He finds himself a part, comparative-
1y small though it may be, of this
wonderful governmental machinery,
attached to the legislative branch but
fdentified more or less with the
whole. A govermment which requires
a thousand million dollars a year to
run is no small affair.

Consider that the welfare of all
the people and the prosperity of the
whole country are vitally affected by
what goes on in Washington, in large
measure in Congress, and you will
agree no man can estimate lightly
his duties, view with indifference his
relations or steer inconsiderately his
course. His colleagues will get his
measure very soon. His services
will be in demand when they are
gatisfied of his capabilities and efli-
ciency and his opportunities for use-
fulness will become limited only by
his apilities. He need not hurry. Bet-
ter not attempt to forge into the Iime
light. If vou are lacking in jude-
ment it would be a mistake to give
an exhibition of it and hence the
new Semnator should and must “msake
haste slowly.”

The Senate a Great School.

The fact ir the Senate 1s a great
school. One in which you learm as
long as your mind is sactive. The
best senator, T thirk, is the one who
experiences continuous growth and
development. When he rets too old
to learn he ought to retire. Until
that point is reached he improves and
grows In knowledge and, what (s
perhaps more Iimportant, in wuseful-
ness to his country at large as well
as to his State.

Not a Rich Man’s Club.

The new Senator towards the close
of his first yvear will have just about
found himeelf, realized ihe respon-
sibilities of his position und his re
lation to the Government, and en-
tered in earnest upon his duties. He
cannot escape the feeling by that

time that the impression existing in
some quarters that the Senate is a
sort of rich mam’s club, coW% posed
largely of idling, scheming men who
are high livers, with plenty of leis-
ure, making use of the Government
for the benefit of special interests at
the expense of the people, is alto-
gether unjust and erroneows. He has
seen these men toil night and day.
He has witnessed their struggile
with governmental problems, actyat-
ed by a sincere, impelling desire to
solve them [n the interest of the
whole people and in 8 way to streng-
then the nailon. He has observed
that the United States Senate is the
most democratic body under any gov-
ernment. Uniform courtesy and
equality of rights prevall. Debate
is practically unlimited. Cecol, dJde-
liberate, but earnest, sincere and
patriotic in method and impulse,
while no clamor or spasm disturbs
it, the Senate is in close tcuch with
matured public sentiment, and the
solemn voice of the people reaches
open ears and responsive hearts
there.

To be sure there will creep in sel-
fish purposes ’nd unhely alliances,
now and then,' but that is the ex-
ception. There will be a divergzence
of views as to what makes for the
public good rather than private gain.
I do not mean to say the members
are all perfect and that all the ends
aimed at are always the highest.
Generally, the latter statement is
true.

The above sketches in outline what
is likely to be the experiences, ob-
servations and impressions of the
new Senator during the first year.

Buyling for Christmas.

You are going to epend from five
hundred to a thousand dollars in buy-
ing Christmas presents this year, Get
at it at once. Don't wait for the jam.

Remember the salesmen and the
salesgirls. At this season their work
doubles. They can no longer attend
social functions and take auto ridea.
‘Not one of them can get half a day
off to go to a wedding. Others caqp
take straw rides and go to barn
dances, but such things are not for
them. They must stand behind the
counters and charge you 20 per cent
more than the same goods will sell
for two weeks hence.

Don‘t make their lot harder by of-
fering them $200 for a $350 diamond
pin.

Don't take up their time for half an
hour an- then say you will call arpund
next year.

Don t icok over all the $8 umbrellas
and then sneeringly observe that you
have seen better for half the prize.

Don't say to the young lady who has
so kindly given you 40 minutes of .er
valuable time In selecting furs for
your wife that you are going down-
stairs and buy a toy mule for your
son,
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“‘tha very night they’re coming bome.
Their faces will appear

Once more around the Yuletide Teaet,
Qur sons and daugbters dear.

Then there’ll be all the babies, too,
To jolt upon my hnee

Ind make our big, old fashioned house
H scene of revelry.

¢ hemlock wreaths bang on the wall.
That spray of mistletoe
Recalls, old dear, our sparking days,
Some fifty years ago,
Tiben first 1 kissed you underneath
The bough of fateful pearls.
[ seem to see you once again,
The sweetest of all girls.
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Cbe pantry ehelves are loaded down
{Lith evety Rind of cake

Hnd pies of mince and pumpkhkin such
He only you can make.

Beyond the close shut parior dooe
Hn angel bright and fafr

Is looking down upon a tree
That etands all ready there.

ut up your hnitting, mother, dear.
The tinkle of the bells
Hcross the snow clad upper road
In welcome warning swells, ,
for bere are Dick and Jack and Jese
Hnd Molly, Tom and Sue
HAnd all the merry, dimpled, cute,
Mischievous youngsters tco !

Don’t ask the gh‘. at the jewelry| Don’t look at a $§300 Paris gown torl
counter counter if the diamonds are|your wife and then drop dowa to 2 girls that there's Zoing to be a cl *
box of cigars for a dollar.

Den't a=k the salesmen to bhuy o
stock, and don't mention to the sales

|test1val and a sleigh ride.
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JENNINGS NAVAL STORES COMPANY
STORES FACTORS

Commission Merchants and Wholesale Grocers.

Correspondence With Operators and Persons Desiring Turpentine Locations Solicited

H. A. LURTON, Mgr. M’dse Dept.

PENSACOI.A, FI.ORIDA.

1

'NAVAL

J. . DUSENBURY

J. A. G.

CARSON, ’ Vice-Prcsidents.

Pensacola Office in Blount Building.

B.ra‘nch Office in New Orleans.

W. G. PRATHER, Sec’y-Treas.
F. L. DUSENBURY, Ass’'t M’gr. Mdse. Dept.

Wholesale Grocery in Pensacola, Corner Commandancia and Main Streets.




